O 



HPw/bh 


memorandum 


Jbbruary 25, 1964 


From 

Pte: 


■/ 


J* Lea Rankin 
,<^c$rebe: 



.... 


naive Mnaorandua Sated Fsbruary lB, 1964. 


.'J v ,ij. . 

i **> ;‘0K* 


/ , 


!■«. ' 

; ,• /•• 


■t' ■ 

V? 

. ■ s 

■W:t : 


i , ' 


. With regard to your comprehensive memorandum on phase 1 of the 

Ooamilesion* a -work, ;I would like you to take the followir« steps: 

(1) With regard to Mrs. Kennedy, President and Mrs. Johnson, 

; and Governor end Mrs. Connally, I would like you to prepare and submit 

to me specific questions which you suggest should he put to these 
witnesses. At the present time, it is the ffeeling of the COnndssion that 
the interrogation $f these witnesses should he handled hy e comber of 
the Commission at scraa date in the future to he determined after con- 
sultation with the ; witness involved. I would ilia* you to submit these - 
questions to me by, Monday, March 2, 1964. 

■'K'-.' ' ! I ' 

(2) 1 vpuld like you to assume the responsibility for taking 
i, ■ the testimony of several of the witnesses listed in your memorandum 

- before the Commission beginning on Thursday, March % 1964. I would 
like you to consider whether the four agents of the Secret Service 
could provide their testimony on Thursday and Friday, March 5 and 
March 6, to be '■followed on the next Monday and Tuesday hy the five «, 
eye v2??*?oses who state that they saw a rifla protrudii^j from the 
Depository Building. In order to inform the Ccc&iealon fully, I 
would like you to submit hy next Monday a memorandum outlining in 
, detail the evidence you expect to elicit from these witnesses and the 
reasons you believe that the testimony of tbs so witnesses «>w»ni<q 
taken before the Cfcaaaission. 

(3) As to the testimony of the three doctors listed on page 
101 of your memorandum, I consider this evidence of the greatest 
iffltportance • If possible,' I would like these witnesses to he heard 
beginning on Wafinssday or Thursday, March 11 or 12, if the necessary 
preparation can be completed* I would like to receive a memarondum ' 
on these witnesses along the ,same lines as indicated above by Friday, 
Ifercb 6* la this regard, I would like you to consult with Mr. Re dlich. 

Z think it would he desirable to interview these medical witnesses, but 
not under oath, before taking their testimony* It may also he useful ; 
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to obtain from tbo FBI charts of the human anatomy, which I understand 
am available and which would assist in securing full and understandable 
testimony from these witnesses before the Commission. Fleaeo discuss 
with mo later this week or early next week whether you believe this 
schedule can be accommodated. 

(4) / I would like proposed quest ions for Senator Yarborough 
fiM Messrs. Donnell, Powers and Carter to be prepared for review and 
possible use by members of the Commission. This testimony will probably’ 
be taken either before the Commission as a body or by a member of the 
Commission acting in its behalf. ~ ^ ^ 
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(?) Beginning on March l£, 1964, or Shortly thereafter# I I 

would like you to be prepared to take the sworn depositions in Texas of .'r^y^* 2 ^ 
some of the witnesses listed in page 102 of your memorandum. I would 
like to discuss further with you the location of these depositions in 
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testimony by deposition until Messrs. Ball and Belin submit their 
roemorandum. As to the remaining 22 or so witnesses# X would like you 
to prepare by Monday, March 9/ 1964# a EBmorandum far me outlining the 
testimony you expect to obtain by the depositions of these witnesses and 
a brief statement as to why you believe the sworn testimony of these . 
witnesses should be secured* 

(6) X would like you to continue working with Messrs. Eedlich, 

Eiseriberg, and Belin on the ballistics and other areas outlined in this 
mem o randum on pages 102 through 10k. Please consult with Mr. VUlerfiJ as 
to the necessary steps to obtain the material set forth in subsection G 
on page 104 prior to the talcing of any medical testimony .before the 
Commission. ;v . .■ V v, 1 v.« 
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(7) X agree that most of the information set forth at p ages 

10? and following should be obtained. Please consult Mrj. ’Billen&o as / v l , 
to the necessary investigativo requests. X would like you to consider 
whether Sew Orleans and Mexico City publicity during September end early 
October regarding the President's trip to Texas should be secured. * 
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